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I am the LORD, that is my name, and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praiſe to graven 1mages. 

. Jy MONGST other things objected 


\ 


A by Proteſtants againſt the. church 
Wo of Rome, her idolatrous worſhip 
W= is not the leaſt conſiderable. This 
= is indeed a very high charge, and 
| the Papiſts would have reaſon for 
their complaints, if it could not be ſufficiently 
ſupported : But this I think it eaſily may. 
 Therr veneration of Saints and Images cannot, 
| I apprehend, be clear'd from the charge of 1do- 
latry ; notwithſtanding all their endeavours to 
repreſent their do&rine on this head in the 
moſt harmleſs and inoffenſive light. DN 
_ *Tis my province in the courſe of this leQure, 
to diſcuſs this ſubje& : I will endeavour to do it 
in the moſt impartial manner ; and will appeal 
to your own nnderſtandings for the verdict, whe- 
ther the docrine and praQtice of the church of 
Aa Rome 


? 
( 


4 
V \ 


A 


TY 
Rome 1s chargeable with a on this account, 
or not. _- 
In order to this, 'twill be. proper -1n n the firſt 

place to' ſtate the true notion of Idolatry ; and | 

this I Take to be, the giving religious worſhip to 
any but the great Gop. 1 ground the defini- 
tion upon our Saviour's words ; the devil, we 
are told made him an inſolent propoſal of all the 
kingdoms of the earth, in caſe he would fall 
Fan and worthip him : Chriſt parlies not with 
the temptation, but rejects it with the higheſt 
reſentment, Get thee hence, Satan; for 1t is writ- 
ten, thou ſhalt worſhip tbe Lord thy G op, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” The objeQtion that | 
the term [only] is not in the original Hebrew, 
from whence CHR1sT quotes the paſlage, is an 
idle cavil : for allow it be not expreſs/y there, 
._. yet if it be not implicitly and virtually there ; 
and the words are not to be underſtood in this 
excluſive ſenſe, our Saviour's anſwer is nothing 

to the purpoſe ; and the devil might have reply'd 
upon this ſuppoſition, tho' God mult be wor- 
{hipp'd, yet others may be worſhipp'd too. Be+ 
fides ; our bleſſed Lord by having adepted the 
words for his own has made them goſpel, and 
has taught us in what ſenſe we are to underſtand 
that law of Moſes, if we were at a loſs before 
how to interpret it ; and he does by this likewiſe 
intimate to us, that the law 1s of perpetual obli- 
gation. 
| Nor can any thing be more expreſs- in con= 
| firmation of this notion of Idolatry, than the 
firſt commandment, Thou foal have no other 


Gods 


r Matt, iv, 10,_Vid, Dent, vi. t3. and x. 12, 20, and xiii, 4- 


SE LS. TO” 


Gods before ME. 3* 7. e. fays the learned Grotius, 


beſides me.3 I think the commandment ſhould 
rather be read, there ſhall be to thee no other God 


before me the verb is in the ſingular number and 
ſo explain'd by the Chaldee ; and fo it excludes 
every other being from any ſhare in religious 


worſhip, appropriating it entirely to DerTyY: 


The Arabic verſion underſtands this to be the 


ſenſe of the command, rendring it thus ; Let no- 
thing be adored by thee befides myſelf. Paying 
religious worſhip to any being, or adoring it, is 
_ making a God of it. I believe, all interpreters 
agree In this as the true meaning of the com- 
= mandment, that we are not to worſhip any other 
| _ Gad, but the LorD Jenovan. The Papiſts 
* themſelves allow, that to give proper divine ho- 
nour to a creature 1s idolatry and a breach of this 


commandment ; but they hope to free themſelves 
from ſuch an imputation, by a ſet of diſtin&ions 
framed for that purpoſe ; the force of which I 
ſhall enquire into hereafter : © We are forbid- 


_« den, fay they, by the firſt commandment to 


4 worſhip any creature for a God, or give it the 


« honour which is due to Gon.” 4 
The object of idolatry is a falſe God, that 


which really is no God, tho' honour'd as ſuch 
by men. The apoſtle Paul ſupports this notion 
in that remarkable paſſage, We know that an idol 
zs nothi "g in the world, and that there is none 


other 
; Exod. XX, 4. | 
3 Vid. Grot. ad loc. The LXX read it manv evy: and the 


Chaldee, Syriac and Arabic verſions put the lame conſtruction up- 


on it. 

4 Abridgment of the Chriſtian doQrine ; faid in the title page 
to be printed, Bafilee Anno 1680 ; tho? 'twas publiſhed in the 
_ De propaganda fide at Rome. 
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other God but ones By which we are to under- 
ſtand, not that an idol has no real being, or 
exiſtence in the world ; for the matter of an 
idol is for the moſt part ſome real thing : But 
the meaning 1s, an 1ido] is no God in itſelf 


and only fo in the conceit of the fond idolater, 
and therefore not worthy of divine honours. 


| In this ſenſe the Gods of the Heathens are 
| faid to be idols; for all the gods of the peo- 
 þ1+ are 14dbls, but the Lon made the heavens 
The original word, tranſlated 7dols, ſignifies not- _ 
_ Gods, or no-Gods, or vanittes, nothingneſſes.? "Tis 


fit to take notice here, that the foundation, 
upon which the great Gop claims all religi- 


ous worſhip as appropriate to himſelf, is ſuch 
as makes it for ever impoſſible to give it to any 


other without an high affront to his Majeſty : 


*T'is upon the foot of creation ; All the Gods of 


the people are idols, but the LoRD made the 
heavens: God is abſolute monarch and lord 
over all created nature ; and he expeQs the 
homage of all his creatures ; All nations, whom 
thou haſt made, ſhall come and worſhip 'before 


thee, ob Lord, and ſhall glorify thy name, for | 
thou art great and doeſt wondrous things ; thu | 


art Gor ALoNE. 


Having thus ſtated the notion of idolatry, the 
merits of the cauſe betwixt us and the church of 


Rome are now to be tried ; and by what follows, 
1 think, it will evidently appear, that the vene- 


ration which Papiſts pay to Sarnts and Images, is 
juſtly charged to be idolatrous and antichriſtian. 


It 
$: 1 Cor. viii. &- 6 1 Chron. xvi. 1? 
7 Vid. Druf. Obſ, facr. l. 16. c. 9. Vid. etiam Mere: Lex: 
ad voc. Alal. 8 Pfal. viii. 19. 


£4] 


It will be otoper, as the aged 1 is double, to 
conſider ſeparately, 

The veneration paid to Saints in the church 
of Rome ; and 


ligious worſhip. _. 


I. As to the high veneration the Romanifts 
pels in honour of them; 3 dedicating altars to 


- ting ſins, and directing ſolemn praiſes to them 
F- for bleflings receiv'd ; offering ſacrifices to Gon 
tor the honour of the faints; and particularly the 
ſacrifice of the mals, which is ſurely a moſt re- 


2 hope and truſt in them; and in conſequence 
2 Hereof calling upon them not only as interceſlors, 
= but as the immediate protectors from all evils, 
22 and the liberal diſtributers of all bleſſings, both 
of grace and glory; beſides a moſt ſtupid and 


licks. 


= Theſe areall infor of the Romi/h venera- 
= tion of Saints, which might be ſeverally confi- 
der'd ; but I ſhall infiſt upon one only, namely, 
rthetr invocation or praying to Saints. 

I preſume, T need not be more explicit and 


v. 


church of Rome's being ſo much as ſuſpected of 
to) ay a roger to the Saints of Gor while 
they 


The regard they ſhew to Tmages in | their re- 


profeſs to Saints; there are ſeveral particulars 
conſiderable, ſuch as, ere&ing temples and cha- 


* them; appointing holidays to be celebrated in 
3s camembrance of them ; making vows, confeſ- 


© 
E \ 
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>: ligious act, foraſmuch as CuR1sT 1s faid to be. 
= offerd in it to the Father; placing a confident 


ſuperſtitious regard to what they call their re- 


fay, departed Saints: There is no danger of the 
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they are living; fo far from it, that 'tis her 


| known character to perſecute and deſtroy the 


Jiving, while they pretend to honour the dead ; 
and in truth, the greateſt piety cannot ſecure 


from her mercileſs hands, where any have cou- | 
rage enough to think for themſelves in the mat» * 


ters of: their Gop, or prefer the infallible di- 
reqions of his word to the traditions and inven- 


tions of men, contrary to ſcripture, and often» 
times repugnant to common ſenſe. This 1s 
crime enough to expoſe the moſt ſtrictly good. 


man to the moſt grievous ſufferings; for as 
to theſe the church of Rome may vie with 
all the nations of the earth ; never more cruelty 


practisd by any ſet of men; and perhaps ſhe 


1s anſwerable for ſhedding more innocent blood, 


put together. 


But to expoſe this mercileſs diſpoſition is not 


my province z. you may expect it with the ut- 
inolt advantage from a more able hand. 

] return to my ſubject, InvocaTION OF 
SAINTS. Prayer 1s one of the principal branches 
of religious worſhip, which 1s the peculiar pre- 


rogative of the great Gop: If therefore men i 


make the object of it a creature, then are the 


- guilty of downright idolatry, But that 1 may 
be in no danger of carrying the charge againſt £$ 
_ the Romaniſts too high, I will 


I. Repreſent and fairly ſtate the doftrine and | 
practice of the church of Rome in this affair of | 


praying fo the, Saints, The main difficulty here 
will be, to faſjen any thing upon the Papiſts, | 
which | 


than all the religions and churches in the world = 


8 (E] 
which they will own as their dodrine ; for they _ 1 
” have got a trick of denying every thing, which t 
they are charged with, as an abſurdity in their 
worthip. The Romiſh religion, they tell us, is 
quite alter'd from what it once was; nor will 
they adhere to any decrees of Popes, or councils, | 
or the determinations of their moſt applauded 
champions, any further than they anſwer their 
purpoſe, even tho' all the while their practice is. 
> exactly agreeable to them. 
Y The council of Trent conven'd in the 16th 
2 century, is what they pretend moſt to regard ; 
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| 
they univerſally agree to this, as to do&r:inals; tho' 
| the Gall:can church has never receiv'd or ſybmit- | 
| ted to it, as to di/crphine. "Tis a clauſe in Pope 
= Pius's creed, which no Papilſt will ſcruple to 
| 


Ll ſubſcribe: © 1 undoubtedly receive and profeſs 
— < all things deliver'd, defined and declar'd by 


«the ſacred canons and general councils, and 


- *« particularly by the holy council of Trent.” * | 
"This famous council then has decreed 1n re- i 
? ference to the matter now in debate, as follows; | 


« The holy ſynod commands all biſhops, and l 
« others whoſe office and buſineſs it is to teach ; [ 
< that they diligently inſtru the faithful con- 


XZ <© cerning the interceflion and invocation of 

= * Saints; teaching them, that the Saints reign- 

= < ing with CuR1sT do offer up their prayers 

YZ © to Gop for men; that it is good and profit- 

Z < able humbly to invocate the Saints; and to fly 
- = <« to their prayers, help and aſſiſtance, for the 
f i 


# Vid; Profeſl. of Catholick F aith, P- 5- 4 ſmall book late 


printed, and now in uſe for the reception z converts into the churc 


Wu & obtain» 
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_ © obtaining bleſſings from Gon thro' his fon 
© JesUs CHRIsT.” To oblige to this practice 


the ſame council adds, that © thoſe who deny 
« the Saints ſhould be invocated, of aſſert that 
< they do not pray for men, or that an addreſs 
« to them that they would pray for us is ido- 
<« latry, or repugnant to the word of Gop, and 
« injurious to the honour of Jxsvs Cnr 
« the one Mediator between Gop and men, or 
** fay 'tis a fooliſh thing to ſupplicate the Saints 


« reigning 1n heaven by the voice or the mind :” 


All fuch perſons, who dare fay any of theſe 


_ things, are in the judgment of this z»fallrble 


counci] pronounced fo 7hink improufly. And a 
little lower, after having mention'd ſome other 
decrees about relicks, pictures and images, 'tis 
added as what I ſuppoſe is to be referr'd to the 
whole chapter; © But if any one ſhall teach 


& or think contrary to theſe decrees, let him be 


& accurſed.” 9 So that if the power and autho- 
rity of the church of Rome be equal to her im- 


poſing and malicious ſpirit, every man whoa 
thinks contrary to theſe impious opinions, muſt 2 


neceſſarily be damned. Blefſed be Gop, the 
rewards and puniſhments of eternity are not at 


the diſpoſal of fallible men. 


In defiance of all their crakin we may ven- | 
ture to pronounce concerning this their dodtrine 2 
and practice, that it is 1idolatrous and cannot 2? 


be acceptable to the great Go. 


. It is true indeed they have endeavour'd to 
ſoften and diſguiſe their own doctrine, that ſo it 
migat appear with more SONTgr, or at leaſt 

have 


Ys 9 Vid. One. Trid, ny 25. 
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have its native deformity concealed. In all the 
diſputes betwixt Papri/ts and Proteſtants this has 
been their method. "The preſent Archbiſhop of 

Canterbury, Dr. Wake, who deſerves to be men- 
tioned with honour for the noble part he bore 
in the: controverſies in King Fames I[d's reign, 
repreſents this humour of the Papiſts in a very 
Rrong manner; «© Popery, fays he, in its 
© proper colours is ſo unhke Catholic Chriſti- 

z <« anity, that 'tis vain ever to hope to promote 

— <« it, if it appears in its own ſhape. It is ne-. 

 -< ceſſary therefore, that the religion, like the 

« prophet, ſhould come to us in ſheeps cloath= 
&©© 277g, and the hereſy be made look as ortho- 
&© dox as is poſhible. Some things are de- 
*« nied, others mollified, all diſguiſed, and a 
<« double :benefit thereby obtain'd ; Popery is 
<« to :be received as a very innocent harmleſs 

_« thing; and the eiirier? Bom eſpecially the 
© miniſters and firſt reformers, repreſented to 
«© the world, as a fart of people that have ſup- 
<« ported themſelves by calumnies and lies, and 

made a noiſe about errors and corruptions, 

© which are no where tobe found, but in their 
* own brains or books, but which-the church 
«..of Rome deteſts no leſs than we.” * 

The ſame method are the emiffaries-of Rome 
:taking now ; -palliating -every thing-that appears 
thocking ; ſtriking out or explaining away thoſe 

articles of faith, which they have not been able 
to vindicate againſt-the force of objectors ; and 
thus making a ſort of new religion that may 
be leſs diſtaſtful, 'The books-they now pub- 

© Preſent State of the Controv. &c. publiſh'd 1687, p. 10. 
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liſh amongſt us, repreſents moſt of the contro» 


_ verted articles of faith, in a very different man- 
ner from what their church does really profeſs, 
and their people continually praftiſe, For you | 
muſt know, that there 1s a vaſt difference be- 


twixt Popery as it is ſet to view in England, 


and what it 1s as exerciſed in 1Zaly, 'or any other 


Popiſh countries, where the civil government 
is ſubjected to it, and it 1s able without check 


_ or reſerve to practiſe all its arts, and to appear 


without diſguiſe with all its pageantry and pomp. 
But Proteſtants muft not be told all at once; 


there are ſeveral myſterious and important things, 
which are not fit to be communicated to thoſe, 


whom they are endeavouring to gain over to 
the Romiſp church : Theſe things muſt be re- 
ferv'd, till their proſelytes are got into ſafe 


cuſtody ; and afterwards when they have given 


away all liberty of judging for themſelves, and 


are brought to believe every thing the church 
 fays to be true, then they may be truſted with 


the diſcovery of even the greateſt abſurdities ; 
tor they have now gone too far to recede ; and 
it they [diſcover any. heſitation, or give ſuf- 
picion of their being ſhocked at ſich diſcoveries, 
their fincerity 1s immedately queſtion'd ; and 
where the church has power in her hands, they 


muſt expect ſome motherly correction for: their 
_untowardneſs ; and 'tis well if they elcape Doing 


burnt for hereticks. 
It will be proper here to confider the ſeveral 


evaſions, whereby they / think to excuſe their 


worſhip of the Saints from the charge of. ido- 


wy s ; and theo loverys Wpaments, MI Which they 


. Jupport 
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rant people. 


* '® Prof; "of Cath, faith, p. 39. 
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ſupport the doctrine and practice of their church 


43n this matter. 


1. They tell us, that the veneration they pay 
to Saints is very different from that honour, 
which they give to Gop. * There is no com- 
« pariſon between the one and the other : No, 
« God forbid, Jay they, for this would be a 
« high treaſon againſt his divine Majeſty.” 2 

'To ſupport themſelves herein, they have 
forged a number of diſtin&tions, which if fair- 


ly examined cannot be of any fervice to their 


cauſe. They mention ſeveral kinds and degrees 
of worſhip ; ſupreme and ſubordinate ; abſolute 
and relative ; termimative and tranfrent ; proper 


and improper ; primary, and ſecondary ; theſe 


and many other diſtin&tions they have con- 


trived to puzzle the cauſe and delude the igno- 


I anſwer : The nature of the thing will not 
admit ſuch ſubtle diſiinfions, Religious worſhip 


1s but one, as.the object of it is Gop alone. 
= Tis plain our Saviour underſtood it fo ; for in 


his anſwer to the devil (which I have men- 


_tion'd before) he tells him that Gop alone is 
to be worſhipp'd., If there were degrees in reii- 


gious worſhip, we may preſume that the devil 


himſelf had fo' much 'modeſty as not to ask 


the higheſt degree.of it; nay he aſk'd no more, 
than what the church of Rome ſeems to me to 
pay to Sarnts and. [mages every day ; Fall down 


_ and worſhip me, or by falling down worſhip and 


do honour to -me :; + the outward att as it ſeems 


would have contented the devil, But this Chri/ 


. refuſes; 


. 
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refuſes ; and for this reaſon, becauſe we are t6 


worſhip the LorD our Gop, and ſerve him 
ONLY: And this muſt be underſtood to deter- 
mine, that not the leaſt degree of religious wor- 
ſhip 1s to be given to a creature ; whether it be 
ſuppoſed to be a good or a bad ſpirit ; a living 
Saint in heaven or a wooden one on earth, 
Again ; The ſacred Seripture no where men= 
tions any fuch arftinetions : If it did, we ſhould 
have heard .of it from our adverſaries long ago, 


| but they do not pretend any fuch thing ; their 


particular doEtrines have no foundation in the 
book of Go D, and therefore they give us very 


| Uittle trouble on this head : They derive: their 
original elſewhere, and are generally the offspring | 
_ of vicious or aſpiring minds, St. Paul. tells us, 


that he deliver'd the whole counſel of Gop ; if | 


therefore he ſays nothing of theſe diſtin&ions, 
of any uſe in the church of CnuxisT. 


Further ; The common people neither know nor 
obſerve theſe diftinttions ; conſequently they can- 7 
not plead the diſtinRions to excuſe themſelves Þ 
from the charge of idolatry. Tho' by the 'by, 
1.doubt mot but the poor ignorant devotees-of 
the church -of Rome are in a leſs hazardous 7 
Nate than their wiſe and learned men z who have 
opportunities and advantages of knowing better, Þ 


but witfully thut their eyes againſt the light. 


*tis plain they have no foundation,” nor are they 3 


- 
. 0 


"Theſe ſubtle and nice diftinQtions may ſerve as ? 
toys for children to play with at preſent, but 1 
will-not ſtand the teft at the great day. © 
_ \Onee:more ; Even their -own-learned men differ | 
with reſpect to theſe diſtinft m_; and do not i 9 I 
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maintain them. Their grand advocate Cardinal 
 Bellarmane ſcruples not to term the woruny: due 
= to Saints, an eminent kind of adoration :* And 
> fays another man of great renown amongſt 
2 them; ©« We honour the Saints not only with 
2 « that worſhip, which we pay to men, who 
= <« excel in virtue, &c. or any other dignity ; Hp 
= © but alſo with divine worſhip and honour, 
2 f*© which is an act of religion.” 3 This we take | 
> to be downright idolatry; but I ſuppoſe the 
> writer himſelf had a diſtruſt, that he had gone 
' © too far; and therefore to help himſelf off, he 
adds, <« but we do not give divine worſhip and 
' « honour to the Saints for themſelves ; but for 
** Gop, who hath made them Saints.” But 
- Who can imagine, that he, whoſe name is. 
; rare lapph will be thus trifled with, or ſuffer 
is glory to be thus given to others. 
But there is another noted diſtinftion which 
> they have formed for their relief ; we hear of 
>> it from every writer in the controverſy ; ; I mean 
” > their Letrioa and Duha, two ſorts of worſhip, 
' = as they aflert; the former appropriate to Gop 
2. WJ but the other being of a lower nature may be 
2 paid to Angels and Saints ; who having a mid- 
2 dlefort of excellence between divine and human, 
= are intitled to this middle ſort of worthip, be- 
= twixt that honour which is paid to Gop, and 
I bang, civil reſpe# which we pay to mennaccord- 
2 ing to their ſeveral ranks and excellencies. But 
2 this is a diſtintion without a difference; the 
2 promiſcuous uſe 'of the words both by profane 
2 and facred authors deſtroys the diftinction en-. 
l fre tirely. 
3 Pref. de Eccl. triump. 3 Azor. Inſt, Mor. 1.9. c. 10. 
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tirely. + Beſides ; if there be any real difference 


In the ſignification of the two words, I appre- 


hend that the latter, which the Romanifts apply 


to Saints, 1s more emphatical and ſtrong than 
the other ; for it properly ſignifies one devoted _ 
to the forvice of another ; and in this ſenſe the © 


verb 1s uſed by the evangeliſts, No man can ſerve 
two maſters ; where the meaning muſt be, no 
man can be entirely devoted or addicted to two, 


eſpecially two that are opponte to each other in 
their tempers and commands.* 


1 cannot but obſerve here that ſeveral learned 
men of the Romſh church have given up this 


| long exploded diſtinction. LAudovicus Vrues 
| thows out of Suidas and Xenophon, that theſe 


two words are uſually taken for one another. 
Their learned Durantus allows the fame as to 


St. Paul's uſe of the word. Cardinal Bellar- 


Mine 9 and Vaſquez * are forced to own the di- 


þ my 
v'S | % 
"KY 


ftinction to be unſcriptural, and that both the _ 


Hebrew and Greek words are promiſcuouſly 


uſed : But the learned Nzcolas Serrarius ſpeaks | 


out moſt freely on this head, and tells us; that - 


it is © the opinion of the moſt and the wiſeſt 


« among them, that. it. is one and the fame 1 
« virtue of religion, which containeth both 
_« Latria and Dulia,”* .., 


4 Heſychius: Gloſſa. LXX. LFaurent. Valla ad Matt. iv. 
Anac2 pro Det cultu uſurpatur, As xx, 19. Rom. ui. 11. 

5 Matt. vi. 24. and Luke xvi. 13. 

© Vid. Gal. iv. 8, and Whitby ad loc. 

7 Vid. Not. im Aug. de Civ. Dei. 

3 Derit. Eccl. Cath. p. 410. 

9 De Sant. Beat. 1. 1. c. 12. 

: Diſp. 93. in 3. p. Sum. C. t, 

* -In Latan. 2. q. 27, 


2 
WE) 


2? © have receivd from him.” * 'The Biſhop of 


! of Popery in the laſt century, has taught them 


40-4: 
But before I diſmiſs this head, 'twill be fit to 


obſerve that the Romani/ts have another fort of 


- worſhip, which is peculiar to the Virgin Mary : 


She being. a moſt eminent Saint above all the 
reſt, muſt not be put off with that /ow worſhip 
they pay to Saints in common ; but muſt have 
ſomething, tho' of the ſame kind, yet of a 
much higher degree : "This they call Hyperdul:a ; 
and 'tis fit every father ſhould have the naming 
of his own child ; this fort of worſhip is their 
own production, they may arnkiee Þ 

liberty to call it what they pleaſe, It is iruly a 


very hyperbolical fort of worthip ; and raiſes the 


blefled Virgin to a degree of honour, which 


5, ſhe never expected ; and which I dare fay ſhe 


would highly reſent, if ſhe was acquainted 


with it; and ſeverely puniſh her fond votaries 
for their profaneneſs and blaſphemies, if ſhe 


had half the authority in heaven, which they 
talk of. - - OS 

_ 2. They tell us, that the honour which they 
pay to the Saints, they /ermmate on Gop, as 


its end : © They reverence the Saints with an in- 


« ferior honour as belonging to him, for his 
© fake, and upon account of the gifts wich the 


Condom, the great reformer and new modeller 
this evaſion.* And here comes in their diſtin- 


tion of relative and abjolute worſhip : which 
if it would ſerve their cauſe, will likewiſe 


# juſtify all the idolatry of the Heathen world. 


G-.-: I may 


© Prof. of Cath. faith, p. 39. 
> Vid. Exp. Do&. Cath. -Ch. $. 3: p: 4+ 


ave full 


allow, when they are put in mind that- 
ding to their pretended ſcheme, the wor 
they pay to Saints 18 a very low degree of 


T7 


I may as well worſhip the Sun for God's fake 
| and as belonging to him, as St. Dominick, St. 


Francis, or any other Saint the church of Rome 
Can boaſt of ; I am fure we are more beholden 
to that olorious luminary of heaven for the 
benefit the world receives from its heat and 
light, than for any good mankind has ever re- 


ceivd from hundreds of nominal Saints in the 


Romiſh calendar. Beſides ; if I worſhip either 
the Sun, or Popiſh Saints, I ſhall not be excuſed 
from idolatry, by ſaying I a& thus for God's 


fake, or becauſe they belong to Gop : It this 


be the reaſon ot my paying them worſhip, the 


act of worſhip terminates on the object ' tis di- 


rected to. This I ſuppoſe the Rom 


worſhip ; and I preſume they would not make 
the great Gop the object of any worſhip, but 


| that which is ſupreme and moſt excellent. Be- 


fides ; 1f I did a thing for Gop's fake, I ought 
ſurely to have Gop's warrant for it ; or at leaſt 
ſome fignitication, that my doing ſuch a thing 
would be acceptable to his Majeſty. 

3. They excuſe themſelves further by fay- 


ing, that if the honour they pay the Saints be | 
judged too great, their church has no where 


71join'd it, but only declared it to be in her 
opinion fit and lawful. 


I allow that the Council of Trent ſays, '1s 


 gw0d and profitable: A modeſt way of ſpeak- 


ins! and would do no great harm, if every one 


was left to judge of the fitneſs and advantage 
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of ſuch a practice, and accordingly to follow 


it or not. But this is not the caſe. Even that 
ſame council goes further, and condemns all 


who think otherwile, as chargeable with 7mpious 


EorA And beſides : ; the creed of Pope 


Pius IV, compos'd by virtue of an order of this 
ſame council, (and lately publiſh'd) which every 
one in holy orders is obliged to ſubſcribe and 
ſwear to, does exprefsly infiſt upon this as an 
article of faith; © I do conſtantly hold, that 


«-the Saints reigning together with CHRIST 


« are to be invocated.” And this I think a+ 
mounts to an injunction, But 'tis the conſtant 
way of all impolers to repreſent their 1mpoli- 
tions, only as what they recommend and think 
good and profitable : They injoin the obſervance 


_ of them, but are aſham'd to own it. -—--This 


worſhip of Saints, the Papiſts fay, 1s not in- 


Joined : But it I do not practiſe, and declare my 


belief of it, I cannot be admitted as a member 


(or at leaſt not as a przeft) of that church ; out 


of which it ſeems ſalvation 1s not to be found. 
----- Not injoin'd ; but every prieſt ſolemnly 
{wears to preach and teach it ; and therefore if 
the common people are to be doers of the 
word as well as hearers of it, they muſt con- 
fider themſelves as obliged to this practice.---—— 
Not injoin'd ; but if a man disbelieves it, or 
will not conform to it, he 1s immediately pro- 


nounced a Heretic, may loſe his life for it, or 


howeyer mult expect ever laſting damnation in | 
the world to come. 


4. We are told, the church of) Rome means 
no more by addreſſes to the Saints, than merely 
C 2 "1,00 
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to beg their prayers : : Ora pro nobis, They only 


| pray to Saints to pray for them ; ** prayer to 


« Saints in any, other ſenſe, as if they were the 
«* authors or diſpoſers of grace and glory, they 
& condemn as ſuperſtitious and impious.” 3 So 


| the new converts are taught ; but they can't ex- 


pect to be believed by any, who have convers'd 


much with Popiſh writings ; unleſs ſuch only, 
who leave it to the infallible church to deter- 
| mine for them the ſenſe of what they read, 


We diſclaim her pretenſions, and therefore take 


the liberty to queſtzon the truth of this ex-_ 
_ cuſe; and if I am not greatly miſtaken, we are 


able to confront them to the intire fatisfaRtion 
of all ſincere inquirers after truth. Let any man 
read their books of devotion, their hours, their 


offices, their roſaries, their brevi, caries, and their 


miſſals, and then fay whether it be not moſt 


daring confidence in the church of Rome, to ſay 


they only beg the Saints prayers ; 'tis proteſta- 


 t19 contra faecium in the moſt egregious man- 


ner ; they might with equal modeſty tell us, 
when we read their books, that we don't ſee a 


word, a ſyllable or a letter in them ; that 'tis all 


a deceptio viſus: There's nothing but blank 


paper, never ſtain'd by ink ; the words are onl 


imprinted upon our imaginations.” It my ſenſes 
_ deceive me not, I read ſuch and ſuch direct ad- 


dreſſes to the Saints ; ; and if my reaſon fails me © 


not, I am ſure thoſe prayers are more than a 


bare asking the Saints to pray for us. : 
In anſwer to this plea of the Romifh charch; I 3 
ſhall ſuggeſt a few hints, ; 


= They 
3 Prof, of Cath. faith, p. 42. oo BE 
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1. They formally pray to the Saints, and with 


an equal ſhew of devotion, as they pay to GoD 


himſelf. Theſe addreſſes to Saints are attended 
with all the folemnities of rel:gious worſhip ; 


* they are mix'd in the ſame ſervice with prayers to 


Gor; the ſupplicants are in the ſame humble 
poſture upon their bended knees, or proſtrate on 
the ground with hands and eyes lifted up to hea- 
ven ; and all this in places dedicated to Gop's 
ſervice, and at the hours and ſeaſons appointed 
2. They apply to the Saints for their be/p and 
aſiſtance as well as their prayers: fo the council 
of Trent teaches :5 by which they mean more 
than their prayers, or elſe 'tis an idle tautology. 
No queſtion but they meant more, tho' they did 
not care to ſpeak more plainly: they left it open 
for others to act at pleaſure ; and to this is owing 
the monſtrous heaps of blaſphemous expreſſions, 
which zealous Romani/ts in the heat of their de- 
votions have addreſs'd to the Saints. 


Tf they do not expe their help, as well as 
> their prayers, what is meant by begging the 


Saints to make haſte to their relief ? and why do 


2 they pray to particular Saints in particular caſes ? 
+ Their Saint Peter ſure muſt have the greateſt in- 


tereſt in the court of heaven, next to the Virgin 
Mary ; methinks they ſhould run to him upon 


2 all occaſions. But the truth is, they have bor- 
2 row'd their theology from the pagars; and fo 


they have a variety of Saints and Sainteſſes, to 
anſwer the Gods and Goddefles in the heathen 
world. And as the ſeveral kingdoms of the earth 
Es | were 
# Ad corum orationes, opem auxiliumque confugere. Se: 25. 
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were formerly ſuppoſed to be under the prote&i- 
on of different Gods; in like manner are they 


now confign'd over to the guardianſhip of ſeve- 
ral Romiſh Saints. Time was when theſe nati- 


_ ons of Great Britain and Ireland were taught to 


apply for help to St. George, St. Andrew, and 
St. Patrick, Bleſſed be Gop our eyes were open'd 
by the Reformation: And I truſt we are now un- 
der a ſurer protection ; that Gop himſelf will 
be our defence; and that neither Rome Nor | hell 
{hall ever prevail againſt us, 

The church of Rome has alſo particular dale 
for particular diſorders; which plainly intimates, 
that their truſt is in the Saint apply'd to; or elſe 
they might beg the prayers of one Saint as well as 
another. They have St. Anthony for inflam- 


mations ; St, Petromlla tor the ague ; St. Ll 


mund for fevers ; ; St. Margarita for help in 


child - bearing; St. Roch for the plague; and 


infectious diſorders ; St. Apollonia for the tooth- 
ach; St. Lucia for ſore eyes; St. Oztihia for deat- 
neſs: There is a number of others, who prefide 


over the /earned profeſſions; or over particular fo- 


 Cteties; or who will protect the ſo/dter and the 


fathr from wars and tempeſts, Beſides many 


| hundreds more, which are not worth naming : 
There is however one Saint, who I tear does not 
come in for his ſhare of devotions, tho' perhaps 


as much needed, and I queſtion not as able to 


help as any of them ; 1 would eſpecially recom- 
mend it to the new converts to pay their firſt 
compliments to him ; 'tis one St. Mathurin, 
who it ſeems has an admirable noſtrum for the 
cure of OY. 

To 
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'  him.9 To pray to the Saints therefore for theſe 


 manunto his Gop.* Natural religion teaches to run 


Gop, and a giving his glory to others, which he 


© illuminate; furniſhwith all grace; grant thepar- 
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To theſe their tutelary Saints the Romaniſts 
addreſs their prayers, imploring their help, and 
aſking from them ſuch bleffings as none but Gop 
can give. The mariners in the ſhip with Jonah, 
when in danger of being caſt away, cried every 


to Gop, whom the winds and the waves obey : 
But a papiſt i is directed to have recourſe to the 
help of St. Nicholas. And thus 1n caſes of ſickneſs, 
or any other diſtreſs, we are to call upon Gop, the 
great phyſician and an almighty Saviour; he has 
encouraged us to call upon him in the day of trou- 
ble, he has bid us do ſo, he has promis'd delzve- 
rance, and then expects that we ſhould glorify 


bleſſings,and to direct thankſgivings tothem,when 
we are deliver'd from threatning evils, 1s an un- 
warrantable infringement of the prerogatives of 


will highly reſent and puniſh. 

Innumerable inſtances of ſuch prayers to Saints 
tor their help might be produced out of the devo-_ 
tional writings of Romani/ts, and ſuch as are li- 
cenſed and allow'd by authority. They can't de- 
ny that St. Peter is invocated, © to untie the 
« bonds of their 1 iniquity, and to open the gates 
<« of heaven to them :” and that all the apoſtles are 
« called upon, ©to abſolve them from their ſins, to 
heal all their fpiritual diſorders, and to increaſe 
<« their virtues.” If their memories fail, we can 
tell them of prayers to Saints, that they would 
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« yil; comfort under all troubles ; bleſs with 


o 


Fv- 


« conſcience; and finally that they would deliver 
« them from hell, and raiſe them to the enjoy- 
« ment of heaven,” All this I preſume is more 


than a bare aſking their prayers. Iam amazed  * 


' that any in the Romh church ſhould have the 


front to deny their praying for the Saints imme- 


diate help. One of their own writers tells us, 
that © the prayers made to and deliver'd by the 
« Saints are better than thoſe madeby Cu risT.”* 
"Their grand champion Cardinal Bellarmine by 
way of plea ſays; * that tho' the words uſed upon 
« thoſe occaſions may ſeem to imply more, than 


« a bare praying to the Saints to pray for us, yet 


_« this is the whole they intend.”* A ſorry EX- 
cuſe truly ! I dare fay they do not imagine, that 
all who uſe ſuch prayers mean no more by them: 
How many thouſands are there who 'uſe them 
without any ſuch intention? and how can the 


ſenſe of a prayer beKnown but by the natural P 


ngnification of the words uſed? What 1s the rea- 


' ſon that ſuch forms have not long ago been al- ® 


ter'd and new modell'd and adjuſted to the mean- 


ing of the words, when they have been fo often * 
objected againſt the church of Rome ? Sure that 3 
infallible church can frame prayers in azmore ®? 


conſiſtent manner, to make words and ſenk a- 
gree | "Tis plain the governors of that church do 


icandalouſly neglect the ſouls of men by not-al-* 
tering theſe forms, and {ſo the ignorant are led Þ 
into ſnares; or elſe that they approve of ſuch Þ} 


prayers, 


2 Salmeron in 1 Tim. u. dif, 8, -Þ 99 I 
2 Ne beat. San. 1. 1. C. 17. 


health of body, vigour of mind and peace of 
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- -underſtand them according to the common uſe 
of the words. I doubt not but this latter is the 
true caſe; for by this practice many profitable 
ends are anſwer'd for the good of the church ; 


2 Pk ty ew ty «4s En Ss is, 7 ws 
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aim'd at in the whole ſcheme of Popery ; By 7h:s 
= craft they get their gain. 

- T muſt under this head take particular notice 
_ of the hyperdulta, or extravagant worſhip, which 


the Roman church pays to the Virgin Mary ; 


| and which cannot without the moſt open 1n- 

 confiſtence he ſaid to intend no more than ask- 
ing her prayers. DW z 

* In mere compaſhon to my auditory I muſt 
omit many inſtances in ſupport of the charge 
I have advanc'd againſt the church of Rome z 
they are ſuch blaiphemous expreſſions, which 
> truly pious Chriſtians will ſcarce be able to bear 
= the hearing ; and yet 'twill be neceſſary to men- 
= tion ſome: for otherwiſe we ſhall be told that 
2 the charge is falſe. The Roman Brewaries, 
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2 the Offices of the bleſſed Virgin, and our Lady's 
2 P/alter will furniſh us plentifully. Theſe books, 


Z tho' loaded with blaſphemies, are not prohibited, 


'Z nor_have they ever undergone any eccleſiaſtical 


cenſure; and therefore in all reaſon may be ſup- 

2 poſed to be allowed by the church, Our- Lady's 
=Z Pſ/alter particularly is allow'd and approv'd, tho' 
Z—tis no better than a vile burleſque of David's 

= Pſalms; the name of. Loxp being eraſed, and 

the name Lady being put in the room ; ſo that 
the juſt flights of devotion uſed by the ſweet 


$ D legiouſly 


prayers, and defire the common people ſhould 


and this appears to me to be the grand view 


ſinger of Trael to the great Gop, are here facri- 


> _ - — 
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legiouſly apply'd to the Virgin Mary. "Twas 
the notable performance of Cardinal Bonaven- 
ture, a Franciſcan friar ; it is printed at large 
in the fourth Tome of his Works under pub- 
lick licence, [by the command of Pope Szxtus V, 


and the permiſſion of ſuperiors.] And for this 


and other his' extraordinary piety, this blaſphe- 


mous creature was afterwards canonized for a 


Saint, 
The high titles the Romiſh church gives the 


Virgin Mary. in their addrefles are not to be © 


born : T'll give you a ſpecimen, for all which I 
| have my vouchers. She is called the © mother 
« of mercy ; queen of heaven ; fountain of 
© com afſion ; the vein of pardon ; the hope 


«of the world; the ſure refuge of the diſtreſ- 


« ſed; the cauſe of all creatures; the founder 


C 


La) 


whole, ſhe is addreſs'd to as © the inexhauſtible 
« fountain of all good, and all perfect,” or ab- 
ſolutely perfet. There are none of thele titles 
can be applied to her with propriety; and moſt 
of them not without the higheſt blaſphemy and 
idolatry : Particularly can the character of all 
 perfeft, and inexhauſtible fountain of all. good be 
applied to any being but Gop without horrid 
blaſphemy ? To addreſs to any but God under 
this charater is barefac'd idolatry : The in- 
voking and venerating the Virgin Mary as ſuch, 


is making an idol of her ; but leſt they ſhould E | 


x39 os 


be thought to be wanting in any inſtance of * 


of all bleſſings ; the author of falvation. ; 3; ſo- 
« vereign light of the world ;” and to finith the | 


Wo) Af.» 39 & ONT: Dee, © Aba ae; s : * $.... 
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. reſpect to her, they tell us -<* that Gop has given 3 


cc her half his Kingdom; ; and that no favours 
«Kare i 
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<« are granted here on earth, but what firſt paſs 
« thro' her holy hands; without her there is no 
« poyggsd is ſhe procures the expiation of our 
« fins, 'tis thro' her prayers our ſouls are 
c chant! ; '1 and another of their writers ſays, 
5" ths impoſſible that any who has a 


 « true devotion for this good Lady can be 


« damned.” 

Again ; they expect help from the Virgin 
Mary by virtue of her authority in heaven : 
"Twas originally a mad flight of Bonavernture's, 
«© Ohempreſs and our moſt kind Lady, by the 
<« authority of a mother command thy moſt 
« beloved Son ;” But it 1s to be found in the. 
Majs-Book, printed at Paris 1634, I'll men- 


| tion a paſſage or two out of prayers directed to 


" we - : _ w, & FL yr eg La; k ets Pe * Wc 
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this exalted Lady. © Oh mother of my Gop, 
<«« be pleaſed to make me partaker of that faith, 
*« that devotion, that love and humility, that 
«« purity and holineſs, with which thou thy felt 
« didit often communicate, 7. e. receive the Eu- 
« chariſt.”3 Again, *< We praiſe, we bleſs, we 
<< glorify, we give thee thanks, we love thee, 
« with all our heart, with all our ſoul, with 
*« all our ſtrength ; we offer, give, conſecrate, 
« facrifice to thee this ſame heart ; take it, poſ- 


"00 _ it whole, purity it, enlighten it, ſanctity 


cc 


; that thou maylſt live and reign in 4 now, 
& _ always and throughout all ages.” + 
Once more ; the frequency of their adines 
ſes to the Virgin Mary 1s an evidence of their 
2 "0 undue 


* V'OR. de la Sainte Vierge Marie, Leige 1681. $3; 
* Mendoſ. Virid. 1. 2. prob. 9. 


3 L' Ange ConduR, dans la devotion Chretienne, p. 58. 
+ I. P- 185, 
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undue reſpe&t to her, Their Roſary, which 


they pretend the Virgin Mary herſelf inſpired, 
and deliverd to St. Dominzc about the year 


1220 ; and which, one of them ſays, is @ book 


that carnot be valued at its full worth, confiſts 
of an hundred and fifty Ave Mar1as, and fifteen 

Pater Neſters ; ſo that here are 7en addreſſes to the 

Virgin, to one directed to Gop; an equitable 
proportion beſure | Ts not this exalting a creature 
above Gop ? But no wonder at this, if it be the 
opinion of the Romanifts in general, which St. 
| Bernardine declares as his own, that the Virgin's 
reply to the Angel GabriePs falutation ; Behold 
the handmaid of the LORD, be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word ;5 was 10 highly meritorious, 
<«« that by that a& ſhe has done more for Gop, 


 * than Gop for her and all mankind ; and that 


 *© men may fay to their comfort, that upon. the 
« Virgin's account God 1s more obliged to man, 
« than they are to Gop.”.5 Oh horrid blaf- 
phemy !_ Monſtrous impiety ! This the lan- 
guage of a Roman Saint, venerated as ſuch by 
the holy church ; it ſhould rather be abhorr'd as 
_ the language of a tongue ſet on fire by Hell. 
T have been the larzer on this head, as it is 
the turning point of "the controverſy ; and T 


hope I have ſufficiently ſhow'd that the church ot 


| Rome does ſomething more, than pray to Saints 

to pray for them. And yet they add, 
. That what they do is really no more than 

kelring the prayers of fellow-faints on earth.” 


This plea is confuted by what has been juſt 2 


mentioned, 


5 Luke 1.38 
© Bernard. Senenſ. Serm. 61. art. 1. c. 11. 
7 Prof. of Cath. faith, p. 43. Vid. Bp. Condom. loc. eit. 
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mentioned, upon ſuppoſition that the Romi/h 
church aQually prays to Saints for their aſ- 


ſiſtance. But we will wave that ; and only 


fay, that common ſenſe will really point out 


a vaſt difference between the two caſes men- _ 


tion'd. Beſides; the council of Trent meant 


more : This 1s plain, becauſe they found the rea- 
ſon of praying to the Saints upon their reigning 


with CHRIST; which would be downright non- 


ſenſe, upon ſuppoſition that the regard paid to 
the Saints in heaven, was not ſomething more 


than the regard due to Saints on earth; and the 


invocating the former was not widely different 


from asking a ſhare in the prayers of the latter. 
The fame council directs to invocate the Saints, 


 zn the manner of ſupplicants; which ſurely infim- 
.. ates more than the bare asking a favour of a li- 
. ving friend, with whom we converſe. When 
p, fellow-ſaints are removed out of the reach of ci- 
2 vil converſation, they are no longer to be applied 
* to for any favour; and it would be no greater 
> an abſurdity to fall down upon my knees here at 
* London, and to pray to a living Saint at York ; 
> than to dire& a prayer to a departed Saint, | 
> ſuppoſed to be in Heaven. Every one ſees a ma- 
2 niteſt difference between bowing the knee in a 
2 civil falutation of a friend preſent with me ; and 
2 the bowing down in a ſolemn prayer, and callin "8 
2 aloud to a fellow-faint, who neither Nears nor 
2 ſees me. 


6. The church of Rome pleads antiquity for 


this practice, The council of Trent ſpeaks of it 
7 as the uſage of the apoſtolic and catholic church 


from 


Pe ere 


PN nm ery crime nes 
— --— 


BY 
from the beginning of Chriſtianity.” Bellarmine* 


and Azor1us3 aflert, it was approved by all the 
Greek and Latin fathers. In anſwer to this 1 


would offer two things, foes 


1. That ſuppoſing what they aſſert be true; 
yet this will not prove the lawfulneſs or fitneſs of 


the practice, It proves no more, than that thoſe 


fathers were of that opinion ; but this does not 


infer an obligation upon us to be of the ſame 


mind. Our religion 1s to be learnt from the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, and from no other authority. If 
the word of Gop appoints any religious wor- 
ihip, I am bound upon my allegiance to my 


LorD and MasTEtR to conform to it : If the 


word of God is filent as to any act of religion, 


_ all the fathers, councils and popes that ever were 
Have no authority t to bind my conſcience ; 'tis a 


bold invaſion of the rights of JESUS CHRIST, 
the only lawgiver to his church; and in duty to 
him I am bound to bear my teſtimony againſt 
ſuch unwarrantable uſurpation. He has left no 
deputy, or vicar on earth, neither has he quali- 
fied any for ſo important a truſt. But 

2. I deny the truth of their aſſertion ; and in- 


_ fiſt upon 1t, that they have not antiquity on their 


fide. There are fathers againſt fathers, councils 


againſt councils, popes againſt popes ; and ſome 
_ of each ſort againſt themſelves: fo that if we ® 
were to be guided by authority, we ſhould be at * 
a loſs where to fix, and every one muſt be allow'd ® 
to chuſe his own maſter. However, if antiqui- Þ 
ty be of any conſequence in determining matters Þ 
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L of religion, the earlieſt muſt be the beſt: and 


* this is clearly againſt the church of Rome | in the 
* affair now before us, 


Archbiſhop Uſher, who had as accurate a 


knowledge of antiquity as moſt men, tells us, 


, that © as to the firſt 400 years after Cu RIST, 
- « for nine parts of that time, not one true teſti- 


 « (fays he) have fo inured their tongues to talk 


-« of ALL fathers and ALL writers, that they 


- © can hardly uſe any other form'ot ſpeech; ha- 

 <« ving told ſuch tales as theſe ſo often over, that 
< at laſt they perſuade themſelves that they be 
« yery true in good earneſt,” + 


Cardinal Perron, Richlieu, and other learned 


- writers amongſt the Romanifts own, that the in- 
© vocation of Saints was not practis' d for the three 


= remarkable one, and what ſhould for ever have 

+ Joe: that praQtice out of the Chriſtian church ; 
—*tis this, becauſe praying to the Saints would have 
Y } been too much like the pagan idolatry, and fo 
J have obſtructed the ſpreading of the goſpel, the 
J heathen juſtifying themſelves by this practice. 
Z And by the by, I verily believe that the ſuper- 


2 open oppoſition made by Jews or Infidels. 
| * The fiſt ſymptoms of this worſhip did not 
goppeer till towards the end of the fourth century; 
# it ſeems to ſpring out of the regard which the 
JCtviſtians: at that time ſhow'd to the memory of 


the 
+ An, to Jeſuit's Challenge, P- 421, 434+ 


« mony can be produced out of any father in 
« favour of this dottrine ; but theſe kind of men 


3 firſt centuries : The reaſon they aſſign is a very 


4 > ſtitions and fopperies of Popery have done more 
2 prejudice to the Chriſtian cauſe, than all the 
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the martyrs ; they frequented their tombs and 
erected altars there, praying to GoD and enga- 


ging themſelves to a ſtrict imitation of the virtues 
and piety of the departed martyrs: But by de- 
grees, as the church got into eaſier circumſtances, 


men grew wanton and ſuperſtitious; and the te- 


gard they at firſt paid to Gop at the tombs of 
the martyrs, adoring him for the advantage of 


giums of the Saints themſelves. In theſe they 


uſed ſome apoſtrophes and rhetorical addreſſes : 


from hence aroſe a ſuperſtitious regard to them, 


2d council of Nzrce: and this council was con- 


demn'd by another held at Francofurt A.D. 794: 
and the invocation of Saints was likewiſe con- 
 demn'd by a former council held at Conflantino- 7 
ple A. D. 754, where no leſs than 338 biſhops ? 
were preſent. 7 It is upon the whole plain, that % 
this was no doctrine of the firſt and pureſt ages 7? 
of Chriſtianity ; and by what authority it be- 7 
comes a duty now, 1t concerns them to confider, 7 


who plead for the practice. 


| their examples, dwindled into praiſes and eulo- : 


and at laſt it grew up to a dire& invocation and _ 
adoring of them.* ht, YO 
It would be endleſs to multiply quotations out 
_ of the fathers, which I am furniſhed with; I 
{hall entirely wave them, and only further add, _ 
that it does not appear that any publick prayers _ 
to Saints were eſtabliſh'd till 4. D. 787 by the. 
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/ 7. It is further. pretended, that out of reve- 3 


rence to the divine Majeſty, they apply to him 4 


by the Saints, and this argues great humility. 


6 Y;4. Span. Chr. ſac. p. $65. 
7. 1d. 1313, & icq. 
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Thus in St. Paul's time, there was a ſet of 
men attempted to introduce into the church An- 
gel-wor/hip upon the ſame pretence of humility. 
The apoſtle condemns it, as an inſtance of hu- 
mility, which GoD had not commanded nor 


did he expect : Let no man beguile you of your re- 


ward, in a voluntary humility, or, as it may be 
render” d, a volunteer in humility ; pleaſing him- 
ſelf in his humility, or affecting it.5 The pagan 
idolaters pleaded the ſame excuſe for the worſhip 
of their inferior Gods; and faid, © By theſe we 


 « 09 to the great Gop, as by officers we go tO a 


« King.” St. Ambroſe refuted this plea in favour 


' of heathen idolatry, and it _— terve equally for 


a confutation of the poprſh. His words are to 


this effect, © Is any man ſo mad or unmindful of 


 « his falvation, as to give the king's honour to an 


* 
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© © officer of his court? which if a man does, he 
- « 1s juſtly condemned as guilty of treaſon : and 
= < yet they think themſelves not guilty, who 
2 « give to a creature the honour due to Gop's. 
-- © name, and forſaking Gop adore their fellow- 
EE ſervants, as tho' any thing greater than that 
= © was reſerved for God himſelt” He goes on 
= and ſhews the difference of the two caſes; © there- 
7 < fore (fays he) we go to a king by his officers 
2 © and nobles, becaule the king 1s but a man, and 
= «< knows not of himſelf whom he may moſt fit- 
= < ly employ in the adminiſtration of his affairs: 


A 


« his officers and courtiers muſt enquire the cha- 


rafters of men, and recommend to him; a 


3 « king is not able to do all by himſelt. But 


= cc 


there is no need of one to recommend us to 
E_ | © the 


= * Col.1i. 18. Ogawy & mT pgrown. 
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©. the fvour of Go D; a devout mind is a ſufh- 
- 5: nent recommendation to him, from whom. 


* nothing can be concealed, and who knows 
« the deſerts of all.”9 
I can't help remarking here, that one e grand 


A 


' cauſe of errors both in faith and practice, 1s a pre= 1, 


tending to be wiſe. above what 1s written z and 
concluding what is fit to be ſettled in the matters 


of Gop, from what is uſually done amongſt 


men. Tis a fooliſh conceit, that God 1s /uch an 
one as ourſeFves, which diſpoſes men to make al- 


terations in the conſtitution and ſettlement of his _ 
| kingdom, and boldly to invade his royal prero- 


ative: Gop will ſurely ſooner or later reprove 
thoſe, who dare treat him in fo free a manner.” 
But when the church of Rome is got into this 


fit of modeſty ( for 'tis not her natural temper) 


let her be ask'd ; Where is humility or reverence 


to the great Gop 1n pretending to dictate to him, 
or determine the fitteſt way of acceſs to him, 


when he himſelf has directed a very different one? 
An earthly king would ſeverely reſent ſuch ſaucy 


inſolence; and would not treat the daring offen- 
der with that patience and forbearance, which the 
bleſſed Gop exerciſes towards men. It is well 


for us, that Gop 1s not altogether ſuch an one 


as ourſelves. - - - - I am ſure the Romſh church 


would give a much ſtronger evidence of her re- 
verence to Gop, than ever yet ſhe has given; if 


ſhe would cloſely adhere to the declarations ot 


Gop's will, as they are recorded in the facred 
Scriptures 3 and make that infallible book the on- 
I 
9 Ambr. Comm. ad Rom. i, 
* Plal. I. 21. 
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ly rale, whereby to regulate faith, and worſhip, 
and manner of lite. 

Having fully ſtated the Romiſh doctrine of in- 
vocating the Saints, and fairly confider'd all they 
have to fay in ſupport of ſuch a prachce; 


II. I ſhall now produce ſome arguments againſt 
it, to ſhow that it is not only unprofitable, but. 
likewiſe unlawful. 

1. We have no command of Gop for it. In 
all our diſquiſitions about religion we are to con- 
fider the bleſſed Gop, as the rector of the world, 
who has an unqueſtionable right to preſcribe laws 
to his rational creatures: 'theſe laws, ſufhciently 
notified, we are bound to obey. Accordingly 
God has reveal'd his mind to man in the facred | 
Scriptures, thoſe ſtanding oracles of our holy re- 
* dgion. Whatever inſtitutions we meet with there 
: as appointed by Gop, weare religiouſly to com- 
ply with; whatever elſe js appointed by others, if 
tt have no foundation in. the word of: Gop, we 
are ſo far from being obliged: to the practice of it, 
that in hanour to Gop we ought to proteſt againſt 
it, asa;bold uſurpation of the divine authority. 

In. the caſe before us, the practice of the Ro- 
man church is altogether voluntary, without any 
direqtion of -GoD, our adverſaries themſelves be- 
ing judges; for they don't attempt the proof of 
at out of | Scripture, 

. Now ſuppoſing that Gop, as the fountain af 
Pe may, canſiftently with his own dignity, 
make a .grant of ſome ſort of religious worſhip 
_ to Angels or,eminent Saints, his favourite:friends, 
dear to him ; yet if he has not ſeen fit any : whero 
E 2 te 


4 I» 357, = —_____——— —_ —_ 
___ ”— * = y 0 WAIT —_ 
—_ a _ 


[ 36 ] 


| to make this grant, who dare give his glory to 
another? Who can anſwer to his Majeſty the 


bold infringement of his prerogative? Can the 
invocation of Saints be thought agreeable to Gop, 
when he has not given us the leaſt intimation 
that it is ſo? If this was neceſlary or fit, is it not 
ſurprizing that when ſo many directions are given 


about prayer in the word of Gop, we ſhould. 


no where be taught this leſſon ? Eſpecially when 
we are bid to pray for one another, and to ask 
the prayers of tellow-chriſtians in our afflitions, 

is it not aſtoniſhing that we ſhould not be direct- 
ed to the Virgin Mary, or ſome other Saint of 
intereſt in the court of heaven, whoſe prayers the 
church of Rome tells us are very meritorious ?- - - 
But not one word in all the book of Gop look- 
ing this way. And can any one ſuppoſe that a 
matter of this conſequence would: have been 
omitted, if Gop had intended or expected any 
ſuch thing ? But there is neither command, nor 
_ example, nor promiſe to encourage the praQtice, 

nor threatning to thoſe who negle& it, upon 
which to graft this doCtrine, 1n the whole Bible. 

Their. own doors bear teſtimony to. this; 

 Bannes, Cotton, Bellarmine and Perron : and 


this latter confeſſed to TJ/aac Caſaubon, that he 


himſelf never prayed to Saints, but only as he 
went in proceſſion.” He had' the checks of con- 
{cience, that what he did was wrong, but yet he 


muſt fave appearances, and do it to ſecure his * 
credit with men of that intereſt in. which he was © 


imbark'd: parallel to the caſe of Naaman, In q di 


this 71 "g the LORD pardon thy fervent, &c.* 
In 
* Vid. And opuſc, poſthuma. WO Kings v. 18, 


*Þ< 


IR 


COOEEMIS FEY” 


<= & = 


_ 


-p 


[437 ] 


In a word, nothing muſt be allowed in Gop's 


worſhip, but what we have his warrant for ; 
ſo that the very filence of ſcripture is enough 


* to condemn the praying to Saints. But, 


2. The ſcriptures are very ſtrong againſt this 


* worſhip. Our Saviour's an{wer to the devil, al- 
- ready mention 'd, appropriates religious worlki 


- to Gop, and conſequently excludes the Saints 


© from any right or claim to prayer, which is a 
- principal part of worſhip. 


' The worſhip of Argels 1s expreſsly fachid by 
| the Apoſtle; and the chriſtian converts, to 


whom he writes, are warn'd againſt being be- 
_ gviled into the practice :* By parity of reaſon the 


worſhip of Saints muſt be condemned ; the 


\ Saints cannot be ſuppoſed to have higher Pre- 
. tenſions to this homage than the Angels, if they 
© be allowed to have equal. An Angel reproved 


© St. Fohn for an attempt to worſhip him ; be fell 
2 af his feet to worſhip him, (a common poſture of 


© image-worſhippers in the R omiſh church :) ſee thou 


* do it not, fays the Angel, 1 am thy fellonw-ſer- 
2 vant, and of thy brethren that hows the teſti- 


mony of JesUs ; worſhip God :* He is the only 


2 adequate object of religious worſhip ; the higheſt 
2 Angels and the moſt exalted Saints in the 


* heavenly world, are but our fellow-ſervants.; we 


2 all belong to one family and ſerve the fame 


A maſter ; thoſe above, indeed, in a higher ſtation ; 
= we belns, in the ſtation afligned us for the pre- 


2 fent, but in expectation of advancement in Gop's 


2 gue tune, 


-:$:Qol: ji, 48, 2. Rey, xix, 20. 
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The do&rine of devils, which the apoſtle 


tells T:mathy of, as what would be taught in 
_ the apoſtacy of the latter times, I apprehend 


to- be nothing elſe than this idolatrous worſhip 
of Saints in the Romiſh church, borrow'd from 
the worſhip of Demons or inferior Gods in the 
Pagan world. A parallel might be drawn be- 
tween the -one and the other ;+ but inſtead of 


that, 1 cloſe this head with a paſſage of one of 
their own writers ; «© Many Chriſtians, fays he, 


«-do for the moſt part tranſgreſs in a good F : 


« thing, that they worſhip the Saints and Sain- 


<< :teſles, no otherwiſe than they worſhip Gop 


i, himſelf; nor do 1 fee in many things, where- 


« in there is any difference between the opinion . 
which they have of their Saints, and- that 


l 


.n 


« which the Genti/es maintain'd concerning 
&« their Gods.” 5 
3. This practice highly derogates from the 


PR of Gop. As Gop was the maker of all 
_ things, ſo 'tis his glory ito have all his creatures 
depend upon him, and direct their.eyes to him 


for the ſupport of the ſeveral natures which he 


| has given them, and for a ſupply of needful 
bleflings. Praying : to the Saints for a ſupply of 
our wants mult certainly leflen .our ſenſe -of de- 
pendance -upon Gop, and obligation to him ; ? 


and this :infringes his honour. 


It is an affront to Gop, as it is without his Z 


warrant or .direftion. Apd, 
| It is {injurious:to Gop, as it argues low and 


Ln 


mean thoughts of his Majeſty, It looks as it RF 
we 


3 1 Tim. wW.t1.-: 
4 Vid. Fo. Mede of the apoſtacy of the latter times. 
S. Lud. Viv. in Ah $ de Civ. Dei, 1.8. e. 27. 
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we did not eſteem him that almighty, wiſe, and 


good being, which he really is. For did we firmly 
believe his infinite 202/dom, we ſhould ſcarce pre- 
tend to preſcribe or ſettle the way of approach 


to him, and that different from his own a 


pointment.---- Were we thoroughly perſuaded of 


his immenſe goodneſs and compaſſion, we ſhould not 


 defireſucha number of advocates, as if Gop were 
© almoſt inexorable.---And were our mindsproperly 
 impreſsd with a ſenſe of his almighty power, 
- we ſhould not run to Saints or Angels for their 


help; but have recourſe to him, who is the 


| Lord of angels and men, and can imploy any 


of his creatures as inſtruments to compaſs his 


_ ends, and to promote the happineſs of thoſe who 
truſt in him and pray to him. 


4. It is highly injurious to Jeſs Chrift, . And 
thus it 1s partly, as it defeats one grand end of 
his coming into the world, and ſetting up the 
goſpel-kingdom in it, v2, to deſtroy 7dol/atry, 


> which in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe is the work of the 
> devil. See 1ſt Epiſtle of John, and the chapter 
> where the text 1s. 


But it is prencrpally injurious to CHRIsT's in- 


2 terceſſion. The Paprſts can't allow this ; tho' 
= every one may ſee, that having recourſe to the 
= prayers, the help and aſſiſtance of Saints muſt 
2 be an affront to that one mediator between Gop 
2 and men, the man CuR1ST JESUS: It is an in- 
> finuation, that he is not thought ſufficient to 
2 manage man's cauſe with Gop without the aid 
' = of affiſting Saints or Angels. As the notion of two 
2 Gods is hereſy againſt natural religion ; fo the 
= doctrine of more mediators and interceflors than 


one, 


| 

| 
F 

V : 
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one, is hereſy againſt the goſpel. There 71s one 
Gop, and one mediator between GoD and men, 
the man CHRIisT JEsUs, who gave himſelf a 
ranſom for all.5 Now is not applying to the 
Saints for their prayers and their help a barefaced 


oppoſition to this goſpel doctrine, and an open , 


1njury to the bleſſed JesUs? But it ſeems theſe 


men are better acquainted with the mind of 


CHRIST than his own Apoſtles ; or otherwiſe 
St. Fohn was greatly miſtaken, when he tells 


us ; 1f any man ſin, we have an advocate with |; 
the Father, JEsUs CHRIST the righteous : He © 
ſhould ſurely have faid, we have many advo- 


cates : But this doctrine was not true in St. 


Fohn's days, tho' the church of Rome has de- 


termined it now. | 


I preſume mother church was in one of her | 


fits of modeſty, or in a penitential mood, when 


ſhe appointed this worſhip of "Saints : For be- 
fides the profit it brings in, which we do but 
hint at: I can imagine but two inducements ſhe 
could have to inſtitute ſo extraordinary a ſervice; 


namely, either, the good mother was ſenſible of 


the abominations of her children ; nor had rea- 


fon to imagine they would mend their man- *? 
ners, when they had the benefit of her indul- 3 
gences ; and ſo concluded they would ſtand in 
need of all the prayers and all the merits ſhe 'Z 
could ſcrape together for them : Or elſe, being 8 


conſcious how ſhe had departed from the goſpel 
of CHRIsT, ſhe concluded that ſhe could not 


with any modeſty apply to him, whom the 3 
had highly affronted, and therefore ſhe dire&ts F 
; A . her B 
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her poor children to the patronage of othere, 


honours. : 


we may as lawfully make to ourſelves more Gods, 
as we may more mediators than one. 

But to evade the force of this reaſoning; the 
Romiſh church has framed a very ſubtle diſtin-- 
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* belongs to CuR1sT /o/ely, the other the Angels 
— and Saints in heaven are intituled to. But the 
© ſcriptures give no countenance to ſuch a diſtin- 
_ Etion. They plainly teach us, that the interce(- 

: fhon of CyRI1sT 1s founded upon the meritoriouſ- 


.. neſs of his death and ſufferings ; his giving him- 


_ ſelf a ranſom for us, and being the proprtiaticn 
> for our fins, claims for him, and ſupports the 
> character of our znterceſſor. "Theſe are mutually 
> dependent and cloſely connected. He 1s exalted 
= to the right hand of Gop, as a reward of his 
2 ſufferings, and there he fits to make interceſſion 
Z for us: Whoever therefore advance any to be 
= aſleflors with Cu R1sT in this important work, 
=Z they undervalue his merits, and rob hint of his 
= The cloſe connexion of redemption and in-- 
2 terceſſion our adverſaries ſeem to be aware of ; 
Z and therefore to ſolve the difficulty, Bellarmine 


Z where calls them Gods by participation. Accord- 
3 publick prayers to beg God's pardon, mercy and 
[. | ol favour 


b "= j L ” 
'* 
3 
p- 


| whom for that purpoſe ſhe had exalted to great 


According to the conſtitution of the goſpel, 


- Eion between a mediator of redemption, and a. 
* mediator of znterceſſion; the former, they ſay, 


3 lays, the Saints are mediators by participation ; 
2 but this is with the fame propriety, as he elfe- 


3 ingly the church of Rome makes no ſcruple in her 
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Lied; 


favour on account of the merits of the Saints ; 


and prays to them to obtain bleſſings by virtue 
of their merits : They depend upon the merits of 
the Saints, and put themſelves under their pro- 


tetion with the utmoſt fatisfaftion of mind, as 
if they were Gods. Biſhop Sz:/{;ngfleet to this 


purpoſe fays, © I have known myſelf intelligent * 
« perſons of their church, who commit their _ 
« ſouls to the Virgin Mary's proteCtion every 


« day, as we do to almighty Goy's; and fuch 


© who thought they underſtood the doctrine and : | 
« practice of their church as well as others.” * _ 


In the celebration of the Maſs, the prieſt fays 


thus, © We pray thee, oh Lorp, by the merits 


« of thy Saints (he kiſſes the altar) whoſe re- 


« licksare here, and of all thy Saints, that thou 
_« wouldſt grant us the pardon of all our fins, 


« Amen.” * Not a word of CuyRisT in the 
prayer. But none of their doctors, that I know 


of, ever deny'd the merits of their Saints, and 


therefore we may diſmiſs this head; for every 


one muſt ſee that by this praCtice great diſho- 
Nour 1is done to CHRIST, as )f he needed the * 
aſſiſtance of the Saints, in order to the ſucceſs of * 


his interceſſion : Nay, ſome amongſt them have 


carried the matter further, and have not ſeru- * 
' pled to fay, © that the interceflion of the Saints b 


« 1s ſometimes more available than Cu risT's.” 3 


| And another fays, © he cannot tell which to 3 


: Of Idol. of the Church of Rome, p. 143. 
* Miff. Rom. Ed. Paris, 1684. 


3 Vid. Sa/mer. ubi ſup. cit. Hen. Fitz-Siman of the Maſs, IJ 
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« prefer, the Mother's milk, or the Son's 
« blood.” + | | 

For, 2 
It does not appear that they have any know- 


ledge of our affairs here on earth, or can hear 


our prayers. The Romaniſts prove they have, 


thus; It is ſaid 7here 7s joy in the preſence of Gor 


over one finner that repenteth : 5 And 'tis faid the 
Lo ſhall be equal unto the Angels ;* therefore the 
Saints 


know of the repentance of ſinners, and by 


parity of reaſon, they know other things. But 


we ſhou'd remember that our likeneſs to Angels, 
as there mention'd, is to commence at the re- 


| ſurrection ; and then I preſume there will be no 


| further room or need of prayers to theSaints. But 


if the inhabitants of heaven have any knowledge 


. of our affairs, 'tis moſt likely to _—_ they 
have it by revelation from Gop ; an 

> ſuppoſition 'tis monſtrouſly abſurd to pray to 
= them; for then it will be thus: Firſt pray to a 
> Saint, then Gop tell that Saint, who it 1s that 
= prays, and what he prays for; then the Saint 
= muſt go back to Gop and pray for ſuch perſon, 
= and for ſuch a mercy defired. Can any thing 
2 be more abſurd than this, to ſend Gop upon 
= the errands of his creatures; or to ſuppoſe that 


upon this 


to be done in heaven by Gop and his ſervants, 


= which would be laugh'd at as a fooliſh and ri- 
2X diculous farce, if acted between a king and his 
= ſubjects, or a maſter and his ſervants on the ſtage 
= of this world. 


+* Car. Scriban. in Amphit. honoyr, | 
$ Luke xv. 10. 5 c. xxXg6. 
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5. This invocation of Saints is highly abſurd, 
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Again ; ; if they could hear our prayers, 'twould _ 
be abſurd to pray to them, becauſe they have no 
power or authority to interceds. Thoſe who pre= _ 
tend to imploy them in this ſervice, ſhould be 
able to produce their commiſſion, = } 
Further; Praying to them ſuppoſes, that they , * 
are poſſe of 'd of divine perfeetions, and fo makes 
| Gods of them. Particularly it ſuppoſes, that 
they are ommpreſent, ommſcient, almighty, and / © 
all-jufficient : Theſe are incommunicable perfe- <__- 
ions of DrI1TY, and can't belong to any crea- _ 
ture; and yet theſe muſt be ſuppoſed to be in 
the Saints, if all men, from all parts of the 
_ earth, and in all circumſtances are to dire& their 8 
prayers to them: Tl give a ſpecimen of fucha 
prayer ; © My dear Angel St. M:chael, all the 
« Angels, my patrons and patroneſſes, Saints 
« and Saintefles, whoſe feaſt is celebrated this 
© day; come and keep _ company, and affiſt 
** me in my neceſſities.” ” Beſides ; the power 
_ of knowing the hearts * men 1s by conſequence 
aſcribed to the Saints by this practice of the 
church of Rome ; nor can the charge be evaded, 
fince the council of Trent ſpeaks of mental | 
prayer as well as vocal, Mental prayers can 
come within the knowledge only of him, who 2 
ſearches the heart; which Gop claims as his 
_ peculiar prerogative, [theLoRn ſearch the heart ;* 
nor will he give this glory to another. _ 
Once more; this 1s abſurd, becauſe we may 
be ſure, that the Saints themfeFves will nof admit 
this worſhip. St. Peter and St. Paul with the 
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greateſt abhorrence rejected it, while they were 


on earth, as an abominable indignity to the great 
Gop : and I preſume they have not leſs reverence 


for the divine Majeſty now they are got to hea- 
ven. The Romaniſts uſe this ſort of arguing to 
prove that the Saints in heaven pray for thoſe be- 
low ; becauſe they did ſo when they themſelves 
were on earth, and their charity is increaſed by 


their fight of Gop in heaven. 9 And I ſuppole_ 


charity 1s not the only grace or virtue the Saints 


will be perfedted in, when they are got to hea- 


ven : Their charity is not ſo perfefted fure, as 


proved, as to abate their reverence to Gop, . or 
. their zeal for the honour of their Saviour ; their 


humility can't be turn'd into a proud aſpiring 
to be equal with the ſon of Gon. It was part 


| of their excellence, while on earth, to have hum- 


- ble thoughts of themſelves, and an admiring 
F tenſe of obligation to Cu R1sT their redeemer ; 


3 profitable ſervants to the great Gop; and when 


they had learnt to account themſelves but 17- 


they had done their beſt, 'twas the humble lan- 


guage of their ſouls, Not I, but the grace of Gon 


that was with me, And I preſume they will 


7 not be leſs ſenſible of obligation to Gop, or of 
# their own unworthineſs, when they have reach'd 
| heaven; they will then caſt their crowns at the 


toot of Goy's throne, aſcribing the glory of all 


6 | his works both in the kingdom of providence 
2 and of grace to him, Thou art worthy to receive 


| all honour and ghry and praiſe,* They, holy 


9 Prof. of Cath, Faith, p. 41. 
8 Rev. IV. 26, © ET 


ſouls, 
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fouls, have no notion of merit; and therefore 
know themſelves not to be qualified to intercede 
for others. 

TI am inclin'd to think, that the Romiſh church 
was aware of this, and doubted whether truly 
pious Saints above would undertake to mediate 
men's concerns with Gop : And therefore to do 
them juſtice, they do not rigidly infiſt upon it, 


that the Saints they worſhip, ſhould be ſuch 
only as paſs d the time of their ſojourning in the 


pope of Gop, truly good and pious fouls; 'tis not 
neceflary with them, that they ſhould be ſtrictly 


Saints, in the full ſenſe of that word, or in the 
eſteem of Gop; 'tis enough for their purpole if 


they are Saints of the Pope's making ; and there- 


fore no wonder that we meet with ſuch a differ- 
ent variety of names in their calendar ; every 


man may pick and chuſe his patron, for there 
is choice enough. 

Some few there are on the roll, whoſe praiſe 
1s in the church of CuR1sT ; ſuch as were great 
inſtruments of promoting the goſpel, while here 


on earth ; and theſe I doubt not ſhine now with 
_ a glory, like the ſun in the kingdom of our Fa- 


ther above. 


But others there are, | who have left no re-. FP | 
membrances of them, only ſuch as muſt raiſe } 
the juſt indignation of every pious mind : Men 7 


of moſt wicked and profligate lives, monſters 
in nature for cruelty, and of the moſt bloody 
diſpoſitions. Witneſs here St. Dominic, whoſe 


memory will ever be abhorrd, for "© having 3 


been the author and contriver of that' curſed 
engine of perſecution, the Inquifition « : Witneſs 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe a Saint of our own country, the famous 


; Thomas 8 Becket, who had no good quality be- 


"8 


longing to his character ; pride and treachery 


compoſed the man ; he was a rebel to his king, 


and a traytor to his country ; but being a bigot 
to the church, his fins were abſolved, (N. zeal 
for the church will cover a multitude of fins!) 


and he was raiſed to the dignity of a Romrſh 


Saint ; and became in a manner the idol of this 
part of the world for near 200 years : he per- 


tealy eclips'd the glory of the other Saints for a 


while ; nay, we are told, that whereas there 


| weere three altars in the cathedral church of Can- 


_ Zerbury, one erected to the honour of CyRIsT, 
another to the Virgin Mary, and a third to this 


St. Thomas; the offerings at his ſhrine came to 


| about 1000 /. when thoſe to the YV7rg:m came 
. Not to 5/. and to CHRIST nothing at all. And 


© a noted hiſtorian tells us, that in one year, v72z. 
= 4. D. 1420, there were no leſs than 50,000 


. 3 
x0 bn . 
. RE 4 


S | vanced, one would think, for nothing but their 


= wanting common ſenſe. His throwing away his 
= cloaths, and running about ſtark naked, was 
= luch a freak, that he ought either to. have been. 


_ foreigners came in pilgrimages to pay their ho- 
- mage at this tomb. * Upon the whole, the 
> church of Rome has no reaſon to faſten the 
> charge of idolatry in the heathen world, on 
+7 their worſhipping evil Spirits ; they can match 
= the worſt of them with ſome of their Saints. 


Others of this ſacred tribe could be thus ad- 


folly. Their great St. Francis, according to 
their own accounts, may be juſtly ſuſpected of 


; * Ropin's Hilt, of Eng. V. 3. p. 48, 
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whipp'd about the ſtreets by way of puniſhment 
for his impudence, or have been confined for a 


madman. His preaching to birds and beaſts, and 
talking to them as tellow-creatures, was ſtupid 
and ridiculous, 

Once more; There are other Saints on 
their liſt, who never had any real exiſtence; no 
other being, but the imaginary one, which 
their own legends have given them : and their 
accounts of them are ſo romantic, that one would 
imagine they could not themſelves believe there 
ever were ſuch perſons: witneſs their monſtrous 
giant St. Chriſtopher, who carried CHR1sT croſs 


an arm of the ſea; St. Longinus the Roman _ 
foldier, who thruſt the ſpear into CurisT's | 


body on the croſs ; St. George ; St. Urſula with 
her 11000 virgins: and many others, whoſe 
names are preſerved among the Romiſh Saints, 


though they never had a being amongſt living 


men, --.. 
6. This worſhip of Saints is very imprudent, 
For ſuppoſing it be allowable, 'tisa round about 


way; which common prudence would forbid us 


to uſe, unleſs Gop himſelf had direCted it, No 
rudent man would try twenty methods to effect 
a thing, which could as well or Yetter be done 
one particular way. The ſacred ſcripture tells 

us the direct way to the father is by Fe/us Chriſt : 
T am the way, the truth and the hfe, fays he of 
himſelf; nay he ſpeaks .it excluſively of all 
others, no man cometh unto the father but by mes. 
The great Gop has directed me to come to him 
by his Son, and has aſſured me of ſucceſs in this 
” way : 


3 Fohn xiv, 6, 
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way: Now though perhaps I may be vain enough 


to think, that it would be more humble and ' 
more reſpectful to go to Gop by the intercetiion_ 


of Angels or Saints; yet if I deſired ſucceſs, 
common prudence would teach me to take the 
way, which Gop has appointed. 

Beſides; ſuppoſing it to be a doubtful caſe, 


whether we ſhould give religious worſhip to 
Saints or not ; prudence would forbid my doing 


it, becauſe it is ſafer not to do it. ------ If Pro- 
teftants are in the right, the Paps/es are guilty of 
a moſt heinous fin, in giving Gop's glory to 
others: if they are in * right, then ve are 


wanting in ſome reſpe&, which we might have 


given to the Saints; but were not bound by any 


command of Gop to do it ; for this is not pre- 


| tended, If we are in the right, the church of 
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Rome is expoſed to the dreadful reſentments of 


God for ſinning againſt him : if we are not in 


the right, all we loſe is the benefit we might re- 


celive by the prayers of Saints: but I apprehend 


we ſhall not feel the loſs, if we can ſecure, (I 
pray Gop we all of ns may!) an intereſt in the 
prevailing interceſſion of Cx RI1sT our redeemer, 
_ Icloſe with remarking, that the Romi/b man- 


2 ner of making Saints is a great objection againſt 


worſhipping them. This is done by the Pope, 
with a heap of ridiculous ceremonies, and far the 
ſake uſually of immenſe ſums of money, given 


by princes who are deſirous of the glory of pro-. 


curing canonization for ſome favourite friend ; 4 
for you muſt know that ay Saints generally are 
| | | drawn 


4 V. Picart's Cerem. and rel. cuſt, Yol. I. p. 386. 
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drawn up to Heaven by a cord of gold, and if it | 
was not for the power of that meta], hundreds | 
of them had never been ſuppoſed to be there.---- | 

But what horrid, infolent arrogance 1s this, for 
a finful earthly man to pretend to make theſe 
petty Gods : If his Holineſs had this power, the |} 
Romaniſts might with ſome fort of propriety ftile | 
him our Lord God the Pope ; and need not deny, | 

_ or be aſham'd of it afterwards. Monſtrous im- 
piety, for a ſinful creature to conſtitute himſelf 
the diſtributer of heavenly bleflings! And this 
_ he effectually does by appointing the Saints, | 
whoſe prayers and merits procure them, and by * 
whoſe hands they are e convey 'd. | 


MT uh 


Il. T am now come to the IId branch of my | Ay 
| fubjet, which is the wor/bip of Imaces. I | 
muſt be brief in 'my remarks upon this. Let us | | 
firſt enquire what the doctrine of the church of | | 
Rome is in relation to this matter, and then exa- 
mine the reaſons againſt it. 
Their late book for the uſe of converts de- | |; 
_ clares, that © they do not think it unlawful to | ' 
« have the Images of Gop the Father, and of |,” 
< the bleſſed TRINITY; and they make no Þ 
« difficulty of painting Gop the TR, under 
<« the figure of a venerable old man” 5. But ks, 
think the ſcripture 1s exceeding plain lin 
andI take it to be abſolutely unlawful to milky 
any ſuch repreſentations of Gop: he is a ſpirit, 
and therefore cannot be likened to any thing that 
is corporeal. To whom will you Irken Gor? | 
or what lrkengſe wull ye compare unto him*s But 


the 


- 5 Id. Ibid. p. 49. 6 Ifaiah xl. 18, &c, 
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the Romaniſts ſay, that they do not think ſuch 
Images of Gop unlawful, << provided they be 
<« not underſtood to bear any likeneſs or reſem- 


« blance of the divinity” 7 : But for what end 


are Images deſigned, it not to repreſent the pro- 
totype? 
© But the Council of Trert has expreſsly autho- 
' rized the making and uſe © of Images of 


© CHRIST and of the Virgin Mary, and of other 


_« Saints, and has appointed that they ſhould be 
bl placed 1 in churches, and that due honour and. 


« veneration be given to them”. The: Romi/h 


doctors difter about the veneration due to Images ; 


ſome ſay, they are to be worſhipped Properly, {0 


as to terminate the worſhip on the very Images; 


others ſay, analogically or improperly 1o as to ter- 
minate the worſhip upon the prototype or ori- 


ginal, whoſe Image it is. [ I ſuppoſe theſe do- 
tors will then allow that ſome worſhip is termi- 
nated on the Saints, not all on Gon. ] Some 


argue for the /ame fort of worſhip as is due to the 


original ; others ſay. an inferior and different one. 


Their doctors thus differing, the council has left 


it at large: though there is one clauſe, which 


blabs what they mean; their learned men may. 
oy acquainted with 1t, Or it was not ſafe to truſt 


t with the common people : they mean in truth 
4 © camel every thing, which has been eſta- 
bliſhed by the decrees of councils, but eſpecially 


of the 2d Council of Nzce.* Now 'tis well 
known 1 in the learned world that this Council of 


-G 2 Nice 


- 7 Ifaiah xl. 18, &c. 
| ® Cong. Trid. Sefs. 25, 
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Nice expreſsly confirms the adoration of Images. ' 
They ſay thus, *< It is our opinion that the Ima- 
<« ves of the glorious Angels and Saints are to be 
* adored; but if any man is not ſo minded, 
« but doubts about the adoration of Images, him 
* theSynod pronounces accurſed”, Hence learn 
the ſenſe of the fathers of Trent ; and that this 
is the real opinion of the church of Rome may 
be inferr'd from the conſtant practice of her 
votaries. | 5 TO 
- Our adverſaries ſay, they do not pray Zo the 
Images, but only before them ; and that * be- 
« cauſe the ſight of a good picture or Image 
« helpstoenkindle devotion in the heart”. How 
a devout frame of mind towards Gop ſhould be 
rais'd by the ſight of the Image of St. Francs, the 
picture of St. Dominic, or the ſhrine of St. Thomas 
of Canterbury, Iam at a loſs to conceive: and if | 


C 4 + 's Fj WY - - / < of 
vos MY ASS x FER (M$ f BA 4 oy - : . "F : g x s : y 
2R25F LOSES TT LINE Yr I IO EEE IIIRY” ens dads en ot PO ER DO > EI” . Ee ah as P I 6 
PW wi "_ " b , *» I Wit MORE” A p Os LS. bs ah 5 N04 FI i. 4 WY 2p” 
F S EF ray CREED OO = OL np. ERS: ney Fd ; 75 td NEGDIS ER Eo 37 OT tt 7 5 4 


- of wr 
"Ng gita ON Le 7 De v4 hs SES FE 


2” 


- ed 


any devotion bethus artificially raiſed, I imagineit | | 
cannot be of much account with that Gov who 


ſearches the heart, and requires truth in the inward * 
| parts. They would have us believe, that they | © 
- pay no regard at all to the Image, but only thro | * 
that to the original : This pretenſion is extremely | : 
confident. A naked repreſentation of what they þ ' 
do with reference to the Images, will be a ſuffi- |: 
cient confutation of this bold evaſion. 3 
The Images of Saints are in their churches; |? 
placed there by authority ; the people fall down |? 


on their knees before them, or lie proſtrate at |? 


| their feet; they offer incenſe to them ; they erect | I 


altars, and direc prayers to them ; they make | 


 yows before them; and they kiſs them, Theſe 7? 
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are all a&s of adoration, and their learned 


doctors will defend this devotion. Theſe were 


the expreflions of Heathen idolatry; and why 
they ſhould not be interpreted ſo now, I know 


not. Theſe actions plainly ſhow that their regard 


js to the Image itſelf. Let me particularly men- 


tion the ceremony of #rj/ing the Images. To 


kiſs in a religious ſenſe is to adore ; thus idolaters_ 
were wont to kiſs their gods. Pliny mentions the 


kiſs as a ſacred rite uſed in their adorations. The 
ſacred ſcriptures alſo mention this9. Czcero tells 
us of a brazen ſtatue of Hercules, that the chin 
and lips of it were worn off by thoſe who did 


adore him: And I can tell you of a brazen ſtatue 


of St. Peter 1n the great church of Rome, whoſe 


toes are worn off by thoſe who adore him : And 
I am well afſured by ſome ingenious gentlemen 


_ of unqueſtionable integrity, who have actually 
2 ſeen this famous Image; that it bears thoſe marks 


of venerable antiquity, by which every one 
$kill'd in that fort of learning knows it to have 
been a ſtatue of Jupiter in Pagan Rome. The 
worſhip truly ſeems to me to be the fame in 
Papal Rome; and therefore the Images may ſerve 
as well now as heretofore, only altering the 
names.” 


That they have a regard to the images them- 
| ſelves does alſo appear from hence, that they 
2 aſcribe miracles to them ; they are ſtupid enough 
2? to think, that ſome images bleed, others weep; 


ſome 


? 1 Kings xix. 18, Job xxxi. 27. and Hoſ. xii. 2. : 
7 V. Dr. Con. Middletor's Letter trom Rome; a moſt curious 


Z and entertaining piece, printed London, 1729. 
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fome give a gracious nod to the devotees in to- 
ken of acceptance of their prayers and offerings, 
and are made to bend the body, or reach forth 


the hand towards theirdeluded worſhippers ; they _ 


imagine there goes forth from them a power of 
healing; and they tell us, that by the touch of 


TR. td RP 
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them diſeaſes, otherwiſe incurable, have been 


and are removed ; and as they have particular 
Saints for the cure of difterent diſorders, fo like- 


wiſe have they ſeveral pictures and images of the 


fame Saint, which have their different powers 


of performing mighty feats. I will mention 


one inſtance ; I have it upon very good autho- 
rity, and I ſuppoſe moſt of our 1tahian mer- 
chants know the truth of it. 


Tho' there are in Ttaly many pictures and ' © 


Images of the Virgin Mary ; yet there is a pi- 
| Eture of high renown, call'd Madona di monte 
negro : She belongs to a convent on the black 
 mountzin near L:vorne; 'tis an ugly piece of 
daubing, (not greatly adapted to enkindle devo- 
tion, one would think) pretended to be found 


under ground by a ſhepherd, to whom it was © 


reveal'd, that he ſhould carry it to the place 


| where it now refides, and that a church ſhould * 
be built there ; which in proceſs of time was R. 


done, with a handſome convent and a comfort- 
able ſubſiſtence for a number of Monks: This 
 Madona brings her maſters great gain by the 


wonderful cures ſhe works; ſhe is peculiarly * 


ſerviceable in epidemical diſtempers z upon 


which occaſion ſhe has been applied to for help, 


even by whole communities: Witneſs the city 
of 
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of Livorne; when ſuch a diſtemper raged there, 
| this Lady, at the interceflion of the citizens, 
was brought down from the black mountain, 
attended by the ſeveral contraternities with great 
pomp ; the citizens firſt giving a large ſecurity 


 fection; the Great Duke himſelf likewiſe be- 
came bound. She was placed on the high altar 


* in the Dome, or great church, whither crowds 
: of people flock'd to worſhip her. The mighty 
- feat was after a time perform'd; and the Lady 


- afely conducted home again, bringing back a 
© handſorne gratuity to the Monks, who lent her: 


© For the Great Duke, to ſhew his ſenſe of obli- 


| gation to the Lady for preſerving his city, pre- 


: ſented her with a crown of WELONG, valued at 
1 30,000 Crowns. 
> Hall this does not ſuppoſe virtue to be lodged 
2 1n the Image itſelf, and that regard 1 1s ſhewn to 
it, 1 know not what can. 

2 A pradticeſo abſurd can never be thought to 
7 be appointed by 'Gop; nor ſhould one ima- 


gine that reaſonable creatures could ever be 


2beguriPd into it. 


The facred ſcripture is full and expreſs againſt 


| every thing of this nature. 'The IId command- 
2 ment {o ſtrongly forbids it, that the Papyſts of- 
Ften leave it out of their common catechiſms 


Zand manuals; and this beſure is done, leſt ſe- 


2rious people ſhould, by diſcovering ſo plain a 
#law of Gop againſt ſo conſtant a pra&tice of the 
I Wet, be frighten'd away from her, * Diſobe- 


ence to parents, murder, adultery, theft, &c. 
are 


to return her ſafe, when ſhe had ſtopp'd the in- 


—_—— 
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_ acquaintance with which will furniſh you with *' 


1dolatrous. 


to the altar, and at the name of Jzsvs, (which, 
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are no more a breach of other commandments, L 
than bowing down to graven Images 1s a viola. 


tion of the ſecond; and by virtue of her diſpen- _ [ : 
fing power the Romyſb church may as well rob | 
. us of all as of one, "| 


_ But I refer you to the cred ſcriptures ; 3 your | 


paſſages enough, that condemn this worſhip as 1 


Antiquity, which our adverſaries are ſo fond } he 
of, is againſt them in this article : The primi- | | G 
tive church, for the firſt four centuries, knew EU te: 
no ſuch cuſtom ; the Chriſtians then always ob- : all 
jected it againſt the heathens ; which no doubt _ - 
they would have retorted, had there been room. ( MR 
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So averſe were many of the fathers againſt Ima- 2 = er 


ges and pictures, that they would not allow ſo 7 ou 


much as making them at all ; but this was car- 4 | be 
rying the matter too far, Some of the hea- 27 to 
thens themſelves would not admit Images into | po 


their temples. The worthip of them was not I 
eſtabliſhed in the church till towards the end of 


the eighth century. * 

As for the excuſe which the Romiſh hunch if 
pleads for herſelf, that many Proteſtants allow fl 
Images and pictures i in_their churches, they bow 


fay they, is an Image or remembrance of our Þ 
Saviour to the ear, as the crucifix is to the eye) i 
that they erect churches, and keep holidays in 
memory of the Saints, and the like, The ob- 3 


2 Yid. Spanh. Chr. Sac. p. 1306, 4 


[$7] 


jeftion no way concerns us ; and therefore 'tis 
: fit to leave it for any to anſwer, who find their 
practice affected by it. | 


* - I cloſe with a few remarks, og 
* 1, Let us thank Gop, that our lot is caſt in 
* a land, where we are not ſubjected to the abſur- 
* dities and impoſitions of Rome. Time was, 
* when this was the caſe with Eng/and, but Gop 
* has deliver'd us. Let us ſhew our gratitude to 
Gop by doing all we can to ſupport the Pro- 
teſtant government under which we live, againſt 
all the reſtleſs attempts of our enemies. | 
2, Let us cloſely adhere to the ſcriptures: 
* We ſhould take all our directions from that un- 
erring guide; make it the rule of our faith, 
z our worſhip, and our lives. And let us always . 
2 bear our teſtimony againſt any additions made 
2 to it; or any thing in the worthip of Gop ap- 
7 pointed only by fallible men. 
Z 3. Let us poſſeſs our minds with a juſt ab- 
2 horrence of Popery, and guard againſt it, as a 
= religion, in many things, contrary to the goſ- | 
= pel, and ſubverſive of Chriſtianity, | 
Z 4. Letus pity and pray for our fellow-crea- 
z tures, who are-under the Rom:/þ yoke. Tho' 
Z we ought to deteſt many of the doctrines and 
= practices of the church of Rome ; yet we do not, 
Z we dare not wiſh 1ll to any of their perſons; . 
Z the worſt we wiſh them is converſion and for- 
7 giveneſs; and I am perſuaded we ſhall all heartily 
2 concur in this addreſs to Gop, in their behalf, 
2 with which I cloſe my diſcourſe: © Loxp have 
= <© mercy upon them, convince, them of their 
H « miſtakes, 
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miſtakes, convert them from their errors, re- 


| form them from their ſuperſtitions and 1dola- 
tries, mend their tempers and diſpoſitions to- 


wards their fellow-creatures, reſtrain their 
power, recover them to thy pure worſhip, 
that they may receive the truth as it is in 
Jesus, forgive their ſins, and fave their 
touls. Amen, 
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